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It ':nM,"Awabnkal: dialect·~"lls the flrst
_ ot ,the Austrn'JlaIllatl~age" tcducOdto
t wrUfngaoditsconSlrJ.1Ctionand gram,;,
fI .ma~ stud1ecl. 'PbtlO'l~gistlf' Q,reun:d.er a
d. idebt or gratitude for tQI!;_}~,the ~ey.
IL.E. Threlkeld,a.mIsslon;lry· "sent out

e l'a~,dfQr-.a tlmc<assIstedln:hls work by
n ,tli~ London· Missionary S,qde~y.'" . ,
c't ,''Mr. ,Tbrelkcld had,prevt()t~sIY"been lP
c ;t11e .Sotltb ,Sea Islands.: nod brought to h,ts _
eitask ~n'Jntellect.-traIned,' ID ,tlie' subjoc.t'
s of lnngunge formation;' and &6 Ms·work .

ah ,the' Awabakaldlale.et startO'efiJrBh in
o·tbe.estimatlon ot' phlll?;logIsts.lt ls ,J:!1UCh
lito,.ho. reg-r'ette(1 thn.t.hedledbeforehe
'Ihad- ftnishcd. hts 4wabakal,lexlcon. The,

;1A,wabalnils .,w~re' 'a 'branch of' ,. the
;grea.t;,~cQnstal;,tribernamed,.Kurl'lnggai.
Iwh~s.e bunting gr,oundscxtende'd from ,the:IMacleay River to the coast Routh ot Syd'­

I ney. an4 they\wer,e$onamed byteasoJl
; cit their huntlnggrounds",belng abouttbe

moutb ot 'the HuntC'!' Rivor, and 'aroun-d
, the ,gi:;eat ...lake 'which' they n"amed' A'Waaba.
: . Scme tt-nlo ab()~t t816 .'01', 1817.Gov~rnor
'1 Ua~hlan ,Mncqu~rle ,vIsited theso par.. tB'•. ]
I and' ~hanged tbe name of· the lake trom
, Awaaba. to Lal{(} Macquarle. At that time
:Inn'ilfor many yenrs after thp Island In 1
· ,Lake Ma('ql1~rle ytas knoWn ItS n~oYir. ong e
rlcoTrupted hv the white, Inva(fe-M tnto,
i 1··BIUry-YOuJ.-own....... and 'as "BurY-your- .
· own" it was. known until quite recent '
,Itlmes.,·" . .I Pulba., or Bulba, iB'tlie Awabaka1.gen- ~
"ede term tor Jsland. ,Any island 'Will.'!

ca,lIed pulha or bulba. It is Immatertal .
IWhether "P" or"n" Is used as the
ltnHial letter, tor Threlkeld ·laYB it down

,;In hfs grammar that the. b:lacks' pro­
· In Iln<'iat!on' of"b" 'and "p'" 'was' no't as
, sounded In ,English, buLwas' a· combined'
; !'lound whlcb was a. .. mixture ot both
!sounds. '. .

:~ Tn <1IAcardln~ the orlglnai name. I do
,!not think the Bulba trustees acted wl~ely; I ~
jThe pronunciation given to Mr. TaIbat
iby the I~st AWabakalin j Ma rgaret; . was ..
ino d0ubt correct. but ilts pOSSible Mr.

'ITalbot did not quite get the pronuncIa--,
,tlon. I knew Margaret.- She 'Was born
iatWalong Creek and was educatC>d in
ISYdney and no doubt aM got the n,ame •
Icorrectly. but Mr. Threlkeld. who Bpoke ~
,the langLlage fluently, writes It as ending.
IIn the 'naaaI' sound "ong." just nst,.bo
,tlnal's~ll\hle,.in.Walongis Bounded. Sfr.

'ITaIbot 1Vrltes ot Ma.rgaret 0.8' ,"Queen"
Margaret~ Ther~ were ,no kings' and
Queens amongst tbe Austrnlhm' aborlgi~
nes until the adven t of, the English. The
hlacksowned everythIn~fin ,c·ommen.and
were. riiIC'dbytlle el<1enJ'of the .tribe. It
was .tho eldM ·men of the 'tribe 'Who held
the 'traclitlbtiS llnd the'rltua:l or thevarl- -,
OUB ceremonIeS'. who enforced tbo laws.

· nnd:;>8.sse.d oil 'their know.!'edge to tb'o
younJ!l"mt>n. "" ' , '

It Is u. pity that in giving names to I

'locn'llt1t\Il, railway 8tl1t1008. and street8
In-olir~witr.alian,toWLs.......tl1a..Lwo..,j;}(LD0

, make moro \lEe of name!! that are either
blatorlcl\ I to ·'\lS ,or Australlan.


